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January 1, 2012


“Fullness of Time”

Summary: We are invited to rejoice at the new possibilities a changing calendar brings.  We can praise God for the newness of Christ, born again in our lives and our world.  We too are invited to grow and become strong in faith, filled with the wisdom of God’s Spirit.
~


This day is a very unique, special day.  
This day, which can also be celebrated as New Year’s Day, is a day of both beginnings and endings.   In just few weeks we experienced a flurry of activities to observe and celebrate the ‘rite of passage’ in our lives-the Season of Advent and Christmas, and just yesterday, New Year’s Eve.  

But all these things, like the ebb and flow of life, have come and gone, so to speak.  Things like the last minute rush at shopping malls, be it in Brandon or Winnipeg, or elsewhere, are but a memory.  Or perhaps the early morning rise for the Boxing Day sale at 6am at FutureShop, again, has come to an end, for now.  

What about our congregational life during this most festive and busy season of the year?  Think of the events that we have covered in a matter of past few weeks:  ‘Birthday Party for Jesus,’ Potluck Supper, Christmas Cantata,  Christmas Eve Candle Light Service, and even a rare Christmas Day morning service!  We have covered them all.  

At high tide we sang the “Hark! the herald angels sing” enough times that some of us may be ready to bark at the angles, “Enough!  Be gone for now.”


For what it is worth, all things pertaining to the festive season of 2011 will soon be packed away.  The Christmas tree, the decorative lights, the poinsettias, and even the Nativity Scene will soon disappear from our view.    

Now it’s hard not to discuss the state of our physical and mental health at this time of the year when one year is now over and another new year has just begun.  If one speaks of ‘an ebb and flow’ of our health, where might you might be?  I will give you the benefit of doubt that you all went to bed early and are feeling fabulous this morning.  (

Given that this is the first day of a new year, how do you feel about the upcoming 365 days or so of your life?  That is, as compared to the year before, are you hopeful that this year will be better, about the same, or worse than last year?  

Some years ago, Queen Elizabeth II brought the phrase Annus horribilis (horrible year) to prominence in a speech marking the 40th anniversary of her Ascension, in which she described the closing of the year as such.  She did endure many challenges within her household in that given year of 1992.  

“1992 is not a year on which I shall look back with undiluted pleasure.  In the word of one of my more sympathetic correspondents, it has turned out to be an Annus Horribilis.”  


Whatever year it may have been for you this past year, what is certain is that we have gathered here today to begin anew through the hearing of the Gospel proclaimed.  Today, we are indebted to Luke for a text that speaks to us after shepherds, angels, the three Wiseman, and heavenly hosts are gone.  Mary and Joseph have a son to rear, religious obligations to keep, and a trip back to Nazareth to make.  They have a busy future ahead of them.  

Just as this New Year’s Day is a day of both beginnings and endings, so in Scripture, Jesus’ family celebrates both an end and a beginning.  As Mary and Joseph present Jesus to the temple, their secret Messiah-child is now revealed to temple leaders-devout Simeon and prophetess Anna.  This begins Jesus’ journey into both the Jewish community as a firstborn male and into his ministry as a specially blessed child of the temple.  


If commonsense tells you that this pastor appears racing through time from the nativity story to Jesus’ ministry, then that is absolutely correct.  After all, it has only been a week since Jesus’ birth.  This “fullness in time” is not immediate by any means.  It is a journey that will unfold over time:

Circumcision, dedication, purification of the mother, the trip to the temple at age twelve, public life at age thirty, worshiping in the synagogue on the Sabbath as was his custom, calling forth the twelve disciples, weeping while overlooking Jerusalem, having his feet washed by an unknown woman with her tears and an Alabaster fragrant, breaking of the bread with his disciples, experiencing betrayal, dying a horrid death on the cross in obedience and for the forgiveness of peoples’ sin, and being resurrected by God the Father to his rightful place.  


So we learn from today’s Gospel reading that “fullness of time” was not immediate for Jesus.  It will take time to unfold.  


This really should not surprise anyone.  Our new beginnings are seldom immediate, but rather journeys into newness or new possibilities.  Being the 1st day of the New Year, chances are people have already made resolutions, or goals that they intend to strive towards: strict diet or weight loss, exercising on the treadmill at least 3 times a week, maintaining budget…etc.  We know from life’s experience that these ‘new beginnings’ are seldom immediate, but realistically accomplished/achieved over time.  

As we look to a year upcoming, and depending on where we have been and where we stand in life, having someone tell you that ‘new beginnings are seldom immediate’ may be something difficult to hear.  Chances are most of us are preoccupied with at least one issue that remains unresolved as we speak.  Life never ceases to amaze us with the kinds of obstacles it throws in our ways: health, finance, relationship…etc.   

[Collectively, the church encompasses all of the challenges at any given time.]
Living in a time of instant responses has not made it any easier, unfortunately.  

The story of Jesus’ family celebrating both an end and a beginning in today’s Gospel reading is about the “fullness of time.”  Scripture does not hide the fact that even with Jesus this “fullness of time” was a journey unfolding over many years.    

What Scripture does is invites us to rejoice at the possibilities a changing calendar brings.  It reminds us that we can praise God for the newness of Christ, born again in our lives and our world.  


As Christ grew in the “fullness of time” we too are invited to grow and become strong, filled with the wisdom of God’s Spirit.  

As those growing in God, may you come to declare this new year, Annus mirabilis (year of wonders).

~Amen
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